—Acharei Mot/Kedoshim—
Saturday Morning Torah Study
Shabbat April 25, 2026

(Plaut pp. 863-67)

Leviticus 16:1-5:
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The Eternal One spoke to Moses after the death of the two sons of Aaron who
died when they drew too close to God. The Eternal said to Moses: Tell your
brother Aaron that he is not to come at will into the Shrine behind the curtain, in
front of the cover that is upon the ark, lest he die; for I appear in the cloud over
the cover. Thus only shall Aaron enter the Shrine: with a bull of the herd for a sin
offering and a ram for a burnt offering.—He shall be dressed in a sacral linen
tunic, with linen breeches next to his flesh, and be girt with a linen sash, and he
shall wear a linen turban. They are sacral vestments; he shall bathe his body in
water and then put them on.—And from the Israelite community he shall take two

he-goats for a sin offering and a ram for a burnt offering.

Commentary of Gersonides (Rabbi Levi ben Gershom: 1288-1344):

1. The Eternal One spoke to Moses after the death of the two sons of Aaron.

The text does not tell us what God said when God spoke to Moses. It may be

what God “said” in v. 2, or perhaps what God “spoke” (in 10:8-11) immediately

after the death of Aaron’s sons. What intervenes between these two speeches are

the details about uncleanness, which the service of the Day of Atonement, given

in our chapter, will cleanse.



Commentary of Rashi (Rabbi Shlomo ben Yitzhak: 1040-1105):
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1. The Eternal One spoke to Moses after the death of the two sons of Aaron.
What is the purpose of this expression? R. Eleazar ben Azariah used to explain it
by means of a parable: Imagine a sick person who is visited by a physician. The
physician tells him, “Don’t eat cold food and don’t sleep where it is damp.”
Another physician arrives and tells him, “Don’t eat cold food and don’t sleep
where it is damp, or you will die as So-and-Son did.” He is more likely to follow
the advice given this way than the way the first physician put it. In just such a
fashion, Aaron is told, “Do not come at will into the Shrine.”(v. 2) lest he die as

did his sons.

Commentary of ibn Ezra (Rabbi Abraham ibn Ezra: 1091/92-1167):
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2. Into the Shrine. Literally, “the Holy Place.” It refers to the Holy of Holies,
by contrast with the rest of the Tent of Meeting, which is less holy by comparison.
For I appear in the cloud. The point is that Aaron should not enter the Shrine
without the cloud made by the incense and should not look at the Presence of
God, lest he die. That is, God is saying, “I will not appear to him except with the

2

cloud of incense.” Others say that the sense is, “For I reside in the cloud above
the Ark cover,” as in Solomon’s declaration at the dedication of the Temple that,

“The Eternal One has chosen to abide in a thick cloud.”(I Kings 8:12)
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3. Thus only shall Aaron enter the Shrine: With a bull of the herd. This does
not mean that Aaron is to bring the bull into the Shrine, but that (before entering)
he must first bring his own bull as a sin offering, to make expiation for himself
and the other priests. Some think he is to make expiation for the Levites as well,
citing God’s instruction to Moses to “inscribe Aaron’s name on the staff of
Levi.”’(Num. 17:18) But this is implausible. In our passage, the Levites are

grouped with all the rest of the Israelites.

Commentary of Abarbanel (Don Isaac Abarbanel: 1437-1508):

5. He shall take two he-goats. The two he-goats allude to Esau and Jacob, for
“he-goat” is Sa’ir (“a hairy man”), and Jacob was the 75sa 'ir, the “younger” of the
two. For the two goats are an equal pair, but God gives the inheritance to one and
separates the other far from God’s service and love. But it is even more correct to
say that the two goats represent the two sides of “the Israelite Community” from

whom Aaron takes them: The good and the bad.

Leviticus 16:6-10:
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Aaron is to offer his own bull of sin offering, to make expiation for himself and
for his household. Aaron shall take the two he-goats and let them stand before the
Eternal at the entrance of the Tent of Meeting; and he shall place lots upon the
two goats, one marked for God and the other marked for Azazel. Aaron shall
bring forward the goat designated by lot for God, which he is to offer as a sin
offering; while the goat designated by lot for Azazel shall be left standing alive
before the Eternal One, to make expiation with it and to send it off to the wilder-

ness for Azazel.



Commentary of Rashi:
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6. His own bull of sin offering. This is the “bull of the herd for a sin offering”
mentioned in v. 3. The additional information you learn from this verse is that it
must be purchased with his private money, not with public funds. To make
expiation for himself and for his household. He confesses over it his sins and
those of his household.

Commentary of Nachmanides (Rabbi Moshe ben Nachman: 1195?7-1270):
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8. The other marked for Azazel. Pirkei de-Rabbi Eliezer explains that Azazel is



Samael, Israel’s accuser, who is being bribed (as it were) with this offering. The
mystery behind this ritual is simply that the Israelites were worshipping the angels
as if they were gods.... Now the Torah utterly forbids worshipping the angels or
accepting their divinity. But the Holy One commanded that on the Day of
Atonement we send a goat out in the wilderness to the prince who rules over the
waste places. He warrants this because astrologically because he is the master of
all the different sorts of destruction that come upon the earth. The basic idea is
that there is a spirit related to the sphere of Mars whose portion among the nations
of the earth is that of Esau, the nation that inherited war and the sword, and whose
portion among the animals is that of the goats. Also among their portion are the
destructive demons (see 17:7). The text applies the word Sa’ir to all of these.
The point is not, God forbid, that the goat is sent to Azazel as our offering to him,
but simply that our intent should be to fulfill the will of our Creator, who
commanded us to do so. It is like one who makes a feast for a great lord and is
commanded by that great lord: “Give one portion to my servant So-and-So.” It is
not done for the servant’s sake but for that of the great lord, who wished in this
way to give his servant a reward. For the great lord wished his servants enjoy the
feast as well so that they would speak well of the one who gave the feast, not ill.
This is the point of the lots. If the High Priest were to simply designate one of the
goats for Azazel, it would be as if he were worshipping him and making a vow to
his name. However, when he, “Lets them stand before God at the entrance of the
Tent of Meeting,”(v. 7) both are clearly gifts to God, who then (via the lots) gives

one of them to the servant as his portion from God.

Commentary of Bekhor Shor (Joseph ben Isaac Bekhor Shor: 12th Century):
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10. To make expiation with it. The Holy One takes out the Divine anger on it,

turning God’s wrath away from Israel.



Leviticus 16:11-15:
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Aaron shall then offer his bull of sin offering, to make expiation for himself and
his household. He shall slaughter his bull of sin offering, and he shall take a
panful of glowing coals scooped from the altar before the Eternal, and two hand-
fuls of finely ground aromatic incense, and bring this behind the curtain. He shall
put the incense on the fire before the Eternal, so that the cloud from the incense
screens the cover that is over [the Ark of] the Pact, lest he die. He shall take some
of the blood of the bull and sprinkle it with his finger over the cover on the east
side; and in front of the cover he shall sprinkle some of the blood with his finger
seven times. He shall then slaughter the people’s goat of sin offering, bring its
blood behind the curtain, and do with its blood as he has done with the blood of

the bull: he shall sprinkle it over the cover and in front of the cover.

Commentary of Rashi:
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15. The people’s goat. The goat makes expiation for the Israelite people in

general just as the bull does specifically for the priests. This is “the goat
designated by lot for God.”(v. 9) As he has done with the blood of the bull.

One above the cover that the Ark and seven times in front of it.

Leviticus 16:16-19:
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Thus he shall purge the Shrine of the uncleanness and transgression of the
Israelites, whatever their sins; and he shall do the same for the Tent of Meeting,
which abides with them in the midst of their uncleanness. When he goes in to
make expiation in the Shrine, nobody else shall be in the Tent of Meeting until he
comes out. When he has made expiation for himself and his household, and for
the whole congregation of Israel, he shall go out to the altar that is before the
Eternal One and purge it: he shall take some of the blood of the bull and of the
goat and apply it to each of the horns of the altar; and the rest of the blood he shall
sprinkle on it with his finger seven times. Thus he shall cleanse it of the unclean-

ness of the Israelites and consecrate it.

Commentary of Rashi:
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16. The uncleanness and transgression of the Israelites. Aaron makes
expiation for those who unwittingly entered the Shrine in a state of uncleanness
and never realized that they had done so, for the verse explains that this takes
effect whatever their sins. The precise word used here refers specifically to
inadvertent violations. But “transgression” indicates a deliberate violation,
entering the Shrine when one knows that one is unclean. He shall do the same
for the Tent of Meeting. Just as he sprinkled the Ark once above and seven
times below with the blood of the bull and with the blood of the goat, so too he

sprinkles the blood of each of them as the outer curtain, once above and seven



times below. Which abides with them in the midst of their uncleanness.

Despite their uncleanness, the Shekhinah abides among them.

Leviticus 16:20-28:
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When he has finished purging the Shrine, the Tent of Meeting, and the altar, the
live goat shall be brought forward. Aaron shall lay both his hands upon the head
of the live goat and confess over it all the iniquities and transgressions of the
Israelites, whatever their sins, putting them on the head of the goat; and it shall be
sent off to the wilderness through a designated man. Thus the goat shall carry on
it all their iniquities to an inaccessible region; and the goat shall be set free in the
wilderness. Aaron shall go into the Tent of Meeting, take off the linen vestments
that he put on when he entered the Shrine, and leave them there. He shall bathe
his body in water in the holy precinct and put on his vestments; then he shall
come out and offer his burnt offering and the burnt offering of the people, making
expiation for himself and for the people. The fat of the sin offering he shall turn
into smoke on the altar. He who set the Azazel-goat free shall wash his clothes
and bathe his body in water; after that he may reenter the camp. The bull of sin
offering and the goat of sin offering whose blood was brought in to purge the

Shrine shall be taken outside the camp; and their hides, flesh, and dung shall be



consumed in fire. He who burned them shall wash his clothes and bathe his body

in water; after that he may re-enter the camp.

Commentary of Nachmanides:
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21. Putting them on the head of the goat. Such phrasing is not used either with
Aaron’s bull, with the goat of sin offering that is designated for God, or with the
laying of hands on any other sacrifice. For the sacrifices are offered for
acceptance “over God’s offering by fire,”(4:35) and they are indeed acceptable
and serve as expiation. But this goat is not offered to God. Indeed, the one who
does receive it neither “accepts” it nor expiates anything. It simply bears way the
transgressions of the Israelites—like the wicked angel who accompanies one
home from synagogue on Friday evening, sees everything beautifully set out for
the Sabbath Meal, hears the good agnel say, “May it be this way next Friday as
well!” and has no choice but to reply, “Amen!” When Israel is innocent of
iniquity and sin, its sins are indeed “carried away;” the expression is used by
many verses in the Torah and in the Prophets. Here too, “The goat shall carry on
it all their iniquities to an inaccessible region.”(v. 22) That is why, when this goat
is sent off to the wilderness through a designated man, the strip of crimson
cloth turns white at the moment when the goat, having been pushed off the cliff,
falls to its death and becomes nothing but a dismembered carcass, as described in
Rabbinic Literature.

Commentary of Hizkuni (Rabbi Hizkuni ben Manoah: mid-13th Century):
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22. An inaccessible region. Rather, “A wasteland” where no one lived, for it the

goat was taken to a fertile area, nothing would ever grow there again.

Leviticus 16:29-34:
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And this shall be to you a law for all time: In the seventh month, on the tenth day

of the month, you shall practice self-denial; and you shall do no manner of work,

neither the citizen nor the alien who resides among you. For on this day atone-

ment shall be made for you to cleanse you of all your sins; you shall be clean

before the Eternal One. It shall be a Sabbath of complete rest for you, and you

shall practice self-denial; it is a law for all time. The priest who has been anointed

and ordained to serve as priest in place of his father shall make expiation. He

shall put on the linen vestments, the sacral vestments. He shall purge the inner-

most Shrine; he shall purge the Tent of Meeting and the altar; and he shall make

expiation for the priests and for all the people of the congregation. This shall be

to you a law for all time: to make atonement for the Israelites for all their sins

once a year. And Moses did just as God had commanded him.



