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Saturday Morning Torah Study
Shabbat April 11, 2026

(Plaut pp. 800-03)

Leviticus 10:1-3:
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Now Aaron’s sons Nadab and Abihu each took his fire pan, put fire in it, and laid
incense on it; and they offered before the Eternal God alien fire, which God had
not enjoined upon them. And fire came forth from the Eternal One and consumed
them; thus they died at God’s instance. Then Moses said to Aaron, "This is what
God meant when God said: Through those near to Me I show Myself holy, and

gain glory before all the people." And Aaron was silent.

Commentary of ibn Ezra (Rabbi Abraham ibn Ezra: 1091/92-1167):
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1. Each took his fire pan. In my opinion, this too took place “on the eighth day”
of Nisan (9:1). The proof is that Aaron tells Moses in v. 19, “See, this day they

brought their sin offering and their burnt offering.” Put fire in it. Not from the
fire that came forth (9:24); that is what made it alien fire. Which God had not

enjoined upon them. They had not been commanded to use fire and burn

incense, but did it on their own.
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3. This is what God meant when God said. More literally, “This is what God
spoke.” “The Eternal One told me long ago that God would demonstrate Divine
Holiness through those closest to God.” The logic is the same as we find in
Amos: “You alone have I singled out of all the families of the earth—that is why I
will call you to account for all your iniquities.”(Amos 3:2) When I show My
holiness through them, I shall be respected and gain glory before all the people.
A better English word that “glory” here would be “respect.” “I shall gain all the
people’s respect, and they will fear Me.”

Commentary of Gersonides (Rabbi Levi ben Gershom: 1288-1344):

2. Fire came forth from the Eternal and consumed them. The Exalted One
inflicted this miraculous punishment upon them for treating such an important
ritual so casually, preventing it from having its desired effect and, what is worse,
influencing all who would follow after them to treat this ritual with equal
disrespect.

3. Through those near to me. Through those who try to draw near to Me
intellectually and spiritually in such a way as to be able to convey to the rest of
the people the ineffable quality of My reality. When the priests whom I have
chosen to draw near to Me fail to do so in the proper way, they withhold from

themselves and from the people the marvelous benefit I intended for them.

Commentary of Abarbanel (Don Isaac Abarbanel: 1437-1508):

3. This is what God meant when God said. No one has yet explained this
phrase correctly. I believe Moses was referring to Ex. 19:24, “Let not the priests
or the people break through to come up to the Eternal, lest God break out against

them.” This is the precise command violated by Nadav and Abihu.
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Moses called Mishael and Elzaphan, sons of Uzziel the uncle of Aaron, and said
to them, "Come forward and carry your kinsmen away from the front of the
sanctuary to a place outside the camp." They came forward and carried them out
of the camp by their tunics, as Moses had ordered. And Moses said to Aaron and
to his sons Eleazar and Ithamar, "Do not bare your heads and do not rend your
clothes, lest you die and anger strike the whole community. But your kinsmen, all
the house of Israel, shall bewail the burning that the Eternal One has wrought. Do
not go outside the entrance of the Tent of Meeting, lest you die, for God’s

anointing oil is upon you." And they did as Moses had bidden.

Commentary of Rashi (Rabbi Shlomo ben Yitzhak: 1040-1105):
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6. Do not bare your heads. Rather, “Do not let your hair grow out.” We learn

from this that one who is in mourning must not cut his hair. “But you—do not
show signs of mourning that would interfere with God’s celebration.” Lest you
die. If you do let your hair grow out, you will die. But your kinsmen, all the
house of Israel shall bewail. We learn from this that when the learned are

grieving all Jews are to share in their sorrow.

Leviticus 10:8-11:
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The Eternal One then spoke to Aaron, saying: Drink no wine or other intoxicant,
you or your sons, when you enter the Tent of Meeting, that you may not die. This
is a law for all time throughout the ages, for you must distinguish between the
sacred and the profane, and between the unclean and the clean; and you must
teach the Israelites all the laws which the Eternal One has imparted to them

through Moses.

Commentary of Rashi:
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9. Drink no wine or other intoxicant. That is, drink no wine to the point of
intoxication. When you enter the Tent of Meeting. This verse specifies only
entering the Tent of Meeting. How do I know that the same rule applies when
they approach the altar? That the Tent and the altar are to be treated the same in
this respect is evident from Ex. 30:20, “When they enter the Tent of Meeting they
shall wash with water, that they may not die; or when they approach the altar to

serve, to turn into smoke an offering by fire to the Eternal One.”

Commentary of ibn Ezra:
ANT AN 73023 10 by A1V DT PAWDY AR ATRA 192 NRBT 1)
D21 N2 T2 DTN DY AT NNMD 12 7N AT DN YN0 FwNeT
NALT P2 NDBT P2 [YD AN ATN [N NP
10. For you must distinguish. You are the High Priest and must be able to
distinguish between a place that is holy and one that is profane. It may refer as
well to distinguishing between a fime that is holy and one that is profane.
Between the unclean and the clean. Whether land animal, water creature, or
bird. That is why this chapter is followed in ch. 11 by the rules about ritual purity,

which are also a case of distinguishing “between the unclean and the clean.”



Leviticus 10:12-15:
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Moses spoke to Aaron and to his remaining sons, Eleazar and Ithamar: Take the
meal offering that is left over from God’s offerings by fire and eat it unleavened
beside the altar, for it is most holy. You shall eat it in the sacred precinct,
inasmuch as it is your due, and that of your children, from the Eternal One’s offer-
ings by fire; for so I have been commanded. But the breast of elevation offering
and the thigh of gift offering you, and your sons and daughters with you, may eat
in any clean place, for they have been assigned as a due to you and your children
from the Israelites’ sacrifices of well-being. Together with the fat of fire offering,
they must present the thigh of gift offering and the breast of elevation offering,
which are to be elevated as an elevation offering before the Eternal One, and
which are to be your due and that of your children with you for all time—Just as

God has commanded.

Leviticus 10:16-20:
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Then Moses inquired about the goat of sin offering, and it had already been

burned! He was angry with Eleazar and Ithamar, Aaron’s remaining sons, and



said, "Why did you not eat the sin offering in the sacred area? For it is most holy,
and God has given it to you to remove the guilt of the community and to make
expiation for them before the Eternal One. Since its blood was not brought inside
the sanctuary, you should certainly have eaten it in the sanctuary, as I command-
ed." Aaron spoke to Moses, "See, this day they brought their sin offering and
their burnt offering before the Eternal One, and such things have befallen me!
Had I eaten sin offering today, would God have approved?" And when Moses
heard this, he approved.

Commentary of Rashi:
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17. Why did you not eat the sin offering in the sacred area? Did they eat it
outside the sacred area? No, they burned it. Moses was asking them if it had
been moved outside the enclosure, which would have invalidated it; “For it is
most holy,” and would thus be invalidated if any of it had left the sacred area.
They told him it had not, and he replied, “Since it remained in the sacred area,
why didn’t you eat it? God has given it to you to remove the guilt of the
community. And the expiation of those who bring the sacrifice does not take
effect until the priests eat their share of it. This confirms that the goat in question
was that of the monthly offering. For this sacrifice removes the impurity of the
sanctuary and its holy accoutrements, which was not the purpose of the offerings
of the eighth day and of Nahshon.

Commentary of Gersonides:
17. God has given it to you to remove the guilt of the community and to

make expiation for them. Though expiation was already made when the blood



was dashed against the altar, it is nonetheless preferable that the priests should
also eat their share of the offering.

20. When Moses heard this, he approved. Moses’ intellect was so focused on
the higher matters that at times it prevented him from turning his complete
attention to more practical, temporal affairs. This was the very reason that he

needed Aaron in order to communicate with ordinary people.



