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Our Twenty-Second Confirmation Class

Shabbat Evening Service VII Gates of Prayer 219

Torah Service 111 The Ten Commandments 431
Exodus: 20:1-14

Candle Lighting Shabbat Judy Epstein 219
Stacey Epstein

Opening & Undressing the Torah Joni Darnell, Michael Goldstein,
Mindi Markovitz,
Sandy Markovitz,
Debra Wagenheim &
Denise Wagenheim

Carrying the Torah Jacob Allan Rozek
Jordan Vaughn Markovitz

Aliyah Jacob Allan Rozek
Jordan Vaughn Markovitz

Torah Readers- Jacob Allan Rozek

Hebrew and English Jordan Vaughn Markovitz

Cantor Carrie Barry

Redressing the Torah Jonathan Epstein

Kiddush Craig Markovitz,
Ethan Markovitz,
Harvey Markovitz &

Jeff Goldstein



At Confirmation, we commemorate that our ancestors were initiated into
freedom and responsibility at Mount Sinai.

Please share in our joy as the following students are called to the
Torah as Confirmands:

Jordan Vaughn Markovitz
Jacob Allan Rozek

QOur Ivunim (Personal Statements):

Traditional Judaism affirms the importance of following Jewish Law, or Halacha. It leaves little room for
personal interpretation or choice. Since its beginning, Reform Judaism has taken a different approach. Reform
Judaism allows individuals the personal freedom to explore the rules and laws and to adapt them to make
them relevant to their lives.

This year we’ve asked our students to spend some time exploring the role that Judaism has played in their
lives thus far and to share those thoughts with us. Our two Confirmands bring two unique perspectives, each
one of value, that explain their Jewish journeys and help us understand how our young adults are
connecting to our Jewish faith, culture and history.

Todah Rabah For Your Generosity:
Todah Rabah for your Generosity:

Bart (z”/) and Gerri Seinberg and Lance and Fran (z”]) Berkowitz for creating the “Endowment Funds” that
provide Post B’nei Mitzvah Education to any Temple Member.

The Brotherhood of Temple Shaarei Shalom for presenting each of our Confirmands with a State of Israel
Development Bond, so that they will understand that they too have an investment in Israel.

Thank you so much to our families for their constant support, to all our teachers at Temple Shaarei Shalom,
and to Rabbi Fratello, Cantor Barry, and Nancy Bossov for their continued encouragement. Thanks to the
hardworking staft at TSS for all they do and special thanks to Wendy Alfarone for creating this beautiful
booklet.



JORDAN VAUGHN MARKOVITZ

In Pirkei Avot, we are taught that the right path to choose in life is the “one that is honorable in itself and also wins
honor from others.” To me, this means that the choices we make should not only feel right internally, but should also
reflect the kind of person we want others to see us as. When we make honorable choices, we build self-respect, and
over time, we earn the respect of others as well. That respect helps shape our confidence and our character. On the other
hand, when we lose respect, either from ourselves or from others, it can really impact how we see ourselves and how
we move through the world.

For me, Judaism has always felt like that “right path.” It’s not just something I was born into; it’s something I’ve come
to understand and appreciate more deeply as I’ve gotten older. Judaism is built on strong values: learning, family, re-
sponsibility, tradition, and community. It encourages us to ask questions, to think, and to grow. It connects us not only
to our past, but also to each other, no matter where we are in the world.

At the same time, | know that being Jewish today isn’t always easy. We are living in a time where antisemitism is ris-
ing, and there are people who see being Jewish as something negative. That’s difficult and honestly frustrating. But in-
stead of letting that weaken my identity, it has made me more aware of how important it is to stand strong in who [ am.
I choose not to hide that part of myself. Instead, I’m proud of it.

Judaism has helped guide me in so many areas of my life; as a son, a brother, a student, and a friend. It reminds me to
treat people with respect, to take responsibility for my actions, and to try to make thoughtful decisions, even when it’s
hard. The values that have been passed down for thousands of years still matter today, and they give me a foundation to
rely on as I continue to grow.

As I move forward, I know I won’t always make perfect choices. I do know that I want to keep trying to follow a path
that is honorable, not just for others to see, but for myself. My goal is to continue learning, asking questions, and using
the lessons Judaism has given me to guide my decisions and shape the person [ am becoming.

Jordan Vaughn
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JACOB ALLAN ROZEK

Shabbat shalom everyone. I want to start off by thanking you all for coming. I also want to thank the synagogue
for helping me not only develop my Jewish identity, but also as a person. Rabbi, Cantor, and many others
helped me to develop and grow as a Jewish person, and taught me how to navigate the world as one while
learning what it means to be Jewish.

The words of Rabbi Yosei Ben Yoezer were recorded in Pirkei Avot. He once said, “Let your house be a meet-
ing place for the wise, sit at their feet always, and drink in their words with thirst.” (Pirkei Avot: 1.4) This is an
idea that I truly believe in. It represents Temple Shaarei Shalom and the role it has played in my life. When I
first started coming here as a little kid I had to learn from people such as Rabbi, Cantor and especially my par-
ents; they were the “wise” ones whose words I had to drink. The more I listened the more I learned, eventually
becoming Bar Mitzvah, a madreech, and ultimately a Confirmand. Today I act as a middleman for the wise,
helping the next generation learn as I did. I've been a madreech for the last three years, which means I get to
come here almost every Sunday and help teach the next generation. I mostly work with Kindergarten and First
graders, teaching them about our ancestors and our history, but that's not the only reason why I take my job so
seriously. I value my job because I play such a big role in shaping the next generation. I aim to teach them right
from wrong and lead them in the right direction. In my future I wish to continue growing my Jewish identity
and eventually become one of the “wise” ones that people wish to learn from.

Thank you, to everyone who has gotten me to where I am today.

Jacob Allan
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The Ten Commandments
Exodus 20:1-14
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And God spoke all these words, saying:

[ am Adonai your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of bondage.
*You shall have no other gods before Me. You shall not make for yourselves any engraved
image, or any likeness of any thing that is in heavens above, or that is in the earth below, or that
is in the water under the earth. You shall not bow down to them, nor serve them; for I Adonai
your God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children to the third and
fourth generation of them that hate me. And showing mercy to thousands of those who love me,
and keep my commandments.

*You shall not take the name of your God in vain; for Adonai will not hold guiltless the one who
takes The Name in vain.

*Remember the Sabbath Day, to keep it holy. Six days shall you labor, and do all your work.
But the seventh day is the Sabbath of the Eternal your God; you shall not do any work on that
day, you, nor your son, nor your daughter, your manservant, nor your maidservant, nor your
cattle, nor the stranger that is within your gates. For in six days did the Eternal One make the
heavens and earth, the seas, and all that is in them, and rested on the seventh day; therefore God
blessed the Sabbath Day, and made it holy.

*Honor your father and your mother; that your days may be long upon the land which Adonai
your God gives you.

*You shall not murder.

*You shall not commit adultery.

*You shall not steal.

*You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor.

*You shall not covet your neighbor’s house, you shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, nor his
manservant, nor his maidservant, nor his ox, nor his ass, nor any thing that is your neighbor’s.

All the people saw the thundering, and the lightning, and the sound of the Shofar, and the
mountain smoking; and when the people saw it, they were shaken, and stood far away.






